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EDWARD AND CELESTIA 
CLARI 


А BROMLEY BUYS 


Edward Buys was born February 10, 
1841, at La Harp, Hancock County, И- 
linois, son of Hyrum О. апа Elizabeth 
Huntington Buys. He married Celestia Cla- 
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rissa Bromley on March 23, 1857, іп the 
Sait Lake Endowment House. She was born 
on June 25, 1849, at Dawsby, Lincoln- 
shire, England, daughter of William and 
Sarah Bullimore Bromley. He married Mar- 
garet Hamilton on June 14, 1876. She 
was born October 1, 1859. at Spanish Fork, 
daughter of Henry and Margaret Hamil- 
ton, She left him. Edward died January 7, 
1914. Celestia died October 28, 1938. 

Edward Buys was the eldest son of Hy- 
rum D. Buys, who was born October 22, 
1802, in New York City zabeth Hunt- 
ington Buys was born February 10, 1813, 
in Albany, New York. 

Edward came to Utah on September 15, 
1850, in Captain David Evans’ company, 
with his parents, who settled in Bountiful, 
Utah. 

Hyrum was a shoemaker by trade. He 
furnished a team and helped to get rock 
to build the Salt Lake Temple. He died 
quite young, leaving his widow with nine 
children. Edward worked to help his mother 
support the family 

Edward met Celestia when he was play- 
ing at a dance in Bountiful. She came 
with her parents to America from England 
in 1850, as converts to the LDS Church. 
They came to Utah in June, 1865, with the 
Samuel D. White company. 

They lived in Bountiful, then Salt Lake, 
and were asked to come to Heber Valley 
to help make settlements. They came to 
Charleston and lived on the Joseph 1. 
lor farm while Edward built a home. He 
built’ фе first) shingle-roofed house іп 
Charleston. They moved east to Big Hol- 
low from Charleston, where they became 
the first settlers in this new settlement, 
which was called Buysville, for Edward 
Buys. Soon the William Bromleys came, 
then the Wings, Thackers, Bancrofts, Pen- 
folds, Wahlquists, Andersons, McDonalds, 
Nelsons, McGuires and others. 

Edward built a home with large rooms 
and added one large room where all Church 
meetings and other activities were held. 


Edward was set apart as superintendent 
of the Sunday School and Celestia as a Sun- 
day School teacher. William Bromley took 
care of the Sacrament. Celestia was chosen 
first president of the Primary Association 
by Eliza В. Snow and Emmeline В. Wells, 
and was set apart by Bishop Nymphus C. 


56+ HOW 


jock and Е і Buys, his counselor. 


mained president of the Primary until 
Heber in 1887. 

a High Priest for 15 years 
evor for eight years. Не 


they 
I 
and county 
was deputy 
fering a stroke v 
tion. і 


several years, until зи 
forced his resigna- 
opened the first school in Buysville, 
Wasatch County. He surveyed Daniel Creek 
and Timpanogos irrigation water by acre 
feet and homesteads in Buysville and Dan- 
ie]. He worked for Brigham Young and his 
brother on the railroad. He was Биг in 
the Charleston с у. 

Cel Buys, better known as “Aunt 
Clara.” was loved 


by everyone who knew 
t badly when young and 
She never complair 
it her life became. 
e for everyone and lived 


her. She was h 


had to use с 


r how 


no matte 
always had a 
ап active, useful 


She, being an expert with the needle, made 
all the clothes for the fam cluding 
suits for her husband. After she moved 
to Heber she and Mrs. Duncan opened_a 
і sry_shop. both being very adept in 
making hats and dresses. Mrs. Nymphus 
Murdock and Mrs. Danielson bought her 
first hats. Fine 
Кот continuing 
broke her hip 
about in a м 
In Heber 


illness prevented her 
work. She fell and 
houlder, so had to go 


sighbors to Pres 


ident / эѕе father came to 
Utah npany as the Brom- 
le Celestia was one of the first mem- 


bers of the Daughters of the Utah Pioncers, 
being the oldest pioneer in Heber at the 
time of death. She was 89 years old and 
is buried in Charleston. Her daughter Clara 

cared for 


her until her death. They now live in her 


and husband, Alma Cummings, 


home. 

Edward and Celestia were the parents 
Hyrum D., William Edward, Sarah 
beth, Amanda C., Mary Ann, Joseph И.. 
Charlotte. Alma, Martha В. Archie Р., 
Daniel H., Clara May and Celestia C. 


As it was a practice request of the Church 
to practice polygamy, Edward married Mar- 
garet Hamilton on June 14, 1876. They 
separated in 1887 and Margaret married 
Henry Boren, and they moved to Idaho. 


Edward 


Henry ©. А 
Mellissa. 


and 
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Е 


dren аге; 


hoda А., 
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MILLINERY AND DRESSMAKING 


Millinery shops also played a prominent part in the commerce of 


“Heber, since nearly all the ladies had been schooled in the old world 


custom of always wearing a headdress of some kind. Many pioneer 
women found a place of safety for her bonnet when the wagons were 
being packed to come to the valley. Some few of these early pioneer 
hats are still in existence. Resourceful women of the pioneer era also 
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wove hats of straw, but by the time the railroad came in 1899 they 
“imported” many of their hats from the outside world. 

Earlier, however, аі! the hats were made right in Heber City. 
To give a seasonal change to the hats ыы re-trimmed them. 

Mrs. Dunez ics in a store 
just south of her hotel, and зе tevin eee had a two-room 
shop built south of her residence at 65 5, Ist East. Alice Ryan Jones 
operated a very successful shop known as the Elite Millinery near 


her home on First North and Third East for many years. She was 
also a skilled teacher of her art and taught many girls how to make 
beautiful hats. Annie Jones Smith was also a talented milliner and 
worked with Mrs, Jones for many years. She would attend the Paris 
Millinery School each spring to learn the latest fads апа fashions. 
Mrs. J. МУ. (Effruezenia) Winterrose was also a professional milline: 
and dressmaker, and operated a shop at 135 5. Мат. Магу Bond and 
Ruby Murdock Gott also made and sold hats. 


In 1912 Mrs, William Byrne of Park City opened a_millinery shop 
at 54 М. Main and then later moved to 4 West Center. Her shop 
prospered and in 1920 she sold it to Vilate McMillan and Frankie 
Clift. Miss McMillan became sole operator in 1921 and expanded the 
business to the leading women's specialty shop in Heber. She purchased 
property at 136 5. Main in 1943 and established her business as Vilates 
Shop. She still does her own buying, selling, some of the bookkeeping, 
window trimming and fitting. For many years Mrs. Rachel Giles and 
Mrs, Магу В. McMullin did the altering for the shop. 

Dressmaking was as important as millinery and most of the early 
milliners were equally skilled as dressmakers, Alice Ryan Jones was 
particularly noted for her dressmaking and many of the early brides 
of the county were clothed in her beautiful creations. She trained many 
of the hest seamstresses in Heber. 


For years after the settlement of Heber there was no such thing 
as a “ready-made” dress. Material was at first spun, and then when 
yardage became available the women sewed dresses from this material. 
Some who were most deft with the needle and thread went into business. 
A few of these included Mrs, Amanda Clift, Isabell Jacobs, Emma West, 
Rachel A. Giles, Mrs, Sue Goodwin Witt, Mrs. Mary Jensen Moulton 
and her daughters Millie and Josie, Mrs. Susie W. Giles. Mrs. Lizzie 
Witt. Lizzie Averett, Sarah Smith and Rhoda Ohlwiler 


Putting together a dress in the pre-sewing machine days was quite 
an art. Each dress required lining, the seams had to be cat-stitched, 
stiffening had to be inserted in the skirt, the waist had to be boned to 
insure a good figure and neatness of course was paramount. The trim- 
ming was very elaborate. 


YVNS . 


